[Survival and development of neoplasms in 56 patients with idiopathic hemochromatosis].
Fifty-six patients with idiopathic hemochromatosis (50 men and 6 women, mean age 49.7 +/- SD 11.1 and 60.8 +/- SD 10.3 years respectively) were studied and followed up for a median period of 44 months (range 3-168). At basal liver biopsy 44 patients had cirrhosis and 12 fibrosis. Iron depletion was achieved in 39 of the 46 cases who underwent iron removal by erythrocytapheresis. Eighteen patients died, 11 from malignancy and 7 from other causes. A total of 14 malignant neoplasms were observed (6 hepatocellular and 8 extrahepatic), of which 6 (5 hepatocellular and 1 pancreatic) were already evident at enrollment. Cumulative survival rates at 3, 5 and 8 years were 75.4%, 64.2% and 54.4% respectively, significantly lower than those in the general population. Probabilities of developing cancer in the 50 patients without cancer at diagnosis were 5.5%, 14.9% and 44.4% at 3, 5 and 8 years respectively.